ARAB PORTRAITS

it was an outside view, from an odd angle, and
words, especially an amateur's words, are un-
satisfactory to describe persons. It seemed to us
that it would be balanced somewhat by an expert
view, from another angle: and so Kennington
went out to correct my men. He was to have had
me as his guide, but circumstances prevented this,
and plunged him alone into a great Arab camp,
which was in a state of semi-warfare. There he
had nothing better than a bell-tent for working
in, and an atmosphere of unrest and uncertainty
which made work difficult.

I had meant to help him in his selection of
subjects to draw: as events turned out he was
thrown on his own judgment. It is interesting
to see that instinctively he drew the men of the
desert. Where he was there were ten settled men
to every nomad: yet his drawings show nearly
ten desert men to every peasant. This has
strengthened in me the unflattering suspicion that
the nomad is the richer creature.

The Arab townsman or villager is like us and
our villagers, with our notion of property, our
sense of gain and our appetite for material success.
He has our premises as well as our processes.
The Beduin, on the other hand, while his sense Is
as human and his mind as logical as ours, begins
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